
410 Additional Topics

Lesson Tutorials

On a number line, numbers to the left are less than numbers to the right. 
Numbers to the right are greater than numbers to the left.

EXAMPLE Comparing Integers11

a. Compare 2 and −6.

1234567 0 1 2 3

Graph 6. Graph 2.

  2 is to the right of − 6. So, 2  >  − 6.

b. Compare −5 and −3.

1234567 0 1 2 3

Graph 5. Graph 3.

  − 5 is to the left of − 3. So, − 5  <  − 3.

EXAMPLE Comparing Decimals22

Compare −3.08 and −3.8.

3.43.53.63.73.83.94 33.13.23.3

Graph 3.08.Graph 3.8.

  − 3.08 is to the right of − 3.8. So, − 3.08  >  − 3.8.

Remember
The symbol < means 
“is less than” and the 
symbol > means 
“is greater than.”

Copy and complete the statement using < or >.

 1. 0  − 4 2. − 5  5 3. − 8  − 7

4. − 0.5  0.3 5. − 2  − 0.2 6. − 3.24  − 3.42

 7.  TEMPERATURE  The freezing temperature of nitrogen is − 210°C and the freezing 
temperature of oxygen is −223°C. Which temperature is warmer?

Comparing NumbersTopic 2
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 Comparing Numbers 411

EXAMPLE Comparing Fractions and Mixed Numbers33
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EXAMPLE Real-Life Application44
The diagram shows a day’s low temperatures for several cities 
in Arkansas. Which city had the coldest low temperature?

Graph each temperature on a number line.

8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3

Jonesboro Rogers Hot Springs Texarkana
Little
Rock

4

  −7.8 is farthest to the left on the number line. 
So, Jonesboro had the coldest low temperature.

Copy and complete the statement using < or >.
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Order the numbers from least to greatest.

 11. 0,  −1,  2,  3,  −3 12. −7.2,  2.1,  6.8,  −4.1,  3.5 13. 1  
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  ,  −3  
1

 — 
4
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4

  ,  −  
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 — 
2

  

Hot Springs: 2.5 C

Jonesboro: 7.8 C

Rogers: 6 C

Texarkana: 3 C

Little Rock: 0 C
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